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Lesson #: 1                                                                                         								                                                                           Date of Lesson: April 30, 2019
Grade/Course: 9-12th Grade                                                               							                                                                            Lesson duration: 40 – 60 Minutes
Topic of Lesson: Religious Intolerance 
		
	Central Focus: Religious Intolerance is one's unwillingness to accept another's religion, beliefs, and traditions. This kind of intolerance is caused, in part, by ignorance towards a belief system different than your own, fears, and anxiety of the unknown. In addition, Religious intolerance has been on the rise due to bias rhetoric and hate speech by people on the ground and high in power. Religious intolerance can lead to hate crimes and divisiveness. Therefore, this lesson aims to educate the students on the six major religions of the world in order to create a common ground of facts and understandings, as well as how to identify religious intolerance and how to fix it. The rationale is to create an open discussion about religion and how to put an end to the bias. 



	Essential Question(s): 
What is religion? What are the major world religions?
What is religious intolerance? (and how is it different from racism)?
What are the causes of religious bias?
What does religious intolerance look like?
How can we work to improve religious intolerance and increase respect for diversity?



	State/Disciplinary Standards:  
9-12 Grade (High School)
RH. 6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to a history / social
studies
RH. 6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history / social studies
RH. 6-8.7 Integrate visual information with other information in print and digital texts



	Daily Performance Objectives: 
1. Define and Understand Religion
2. Define and understand Religious Intolerance 
3. Learn and identify six of the major world Religions 
4. Learn vocabulary associated with different Religions
5. Understand to tolerate and teach tolerance towards different Religions. 



	Prior Knowledge Resources: 
Students may bring in prior knowledge from:
1. Their own experiences with bias
2. Media/news articles 
3. Their own religious knowledge            




	Academic Language: monotheistic, polytheistic or nontheistic. 


        
	Materials and Preparation: Laptop or Computer, PowerPoint. Optional: White Board/ Dry Erase Markers, Optional: Rewards. 



	Assessment/Evaluation:

· Pyramid of Hate activity – this will check that students understand hate crimes and will give them the opportunity to specify what they look like and who they have seen hate crimes committed against. 
                               
· Checking for understanding after each religion is discussed.                      




Lesson Progression:
	Duration:

	The teacher will…
	The student(s) will…

	5 Minutes
	I will begin by introducing myself and the lesson. Afterwards, I will ask the students to define religion. I will then ask that they try to identify at least 5 religions. 
	Define religion to the best of their knowledge, as well as think of as many religions as they can. They should be prepared to share their answers.

	10 Minutes
	I will ask the students to share things they know, or have heard, in reference to the religions we will be discussing. 
	Try to identify what they may already know about the religions, share with their group members and class. 

	15 minutes 
	Will teach about the 6 major world religions by providing “fast facts”. 
	Learn about the religions more in depth, as well as religious intolerance. 

	3 Minutes 
	Ask the class to analyze what Religious intolerance is. Discuss how it is different than racism. 
	Define religious intolerance. 

	5minutes 
	Introduce the Pyramid of Hate. Ask class to fill in the levels of the pyramid. 
	Class will provide their own examples for each level. 

	7 minutes 
	Discuss why religious intolerance manifests by using a video
	Class will do a KWL chart for the video

	4 minutes 
	Introduce a slide with multiple dressings associated with the different faiths. 
	The students will attempt to match the dressing to one of the religions we learned about. 

	4 minutes 
	Ask the students to think of a few solutions to solve the issue of religious intolerance. 
	The students will take about 3-4 minutes to come up with at least 3 solutions. 



	Homework: Teach others what you have learned today. Read the “All Religions Golden Rule” card. Appreciate our diversity! 




	Notes / Reflection: 
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