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CHSS AY 23-34 Interdisciplinary Groups

HOLA Oral History Initiative & Digital Archive Project
Group Members: Antonella Calarota-Ninman, Dr. Anne Edstrom, Dr. Raul Galoppe, Dr.
Fernando Naiditch, and Dr. Stephen Ruszczyk

The approach to this initiative has involved five distinct steps: (1) preparation and training of
students as oral history interviewers during the two academic semesters; (2) collecting of
interviews, (3) reaching out to organizations and companies to create partnership with HOLA;
(4) curating our website and a campus digital archive launched last year where we share these
oral histories with the broader public; and (5) hosting an on-campus event with public school
teachers to show them how to use oral history in their classroom. In the 2023-2024 academic
year we carried out a handful of different projects. One project collected oral histories with
immigrant detainees, in collaboration with First Friends NJ/NY. A second one focused on oral
histories with Latino student families. A third one focused on the work that Latino organizations
have done and are doing in nearby communities. These projects respond to our objectives of
documenting, understanding, and engaging with northern New Jersey s Spanish-speaking and
Spanish language heritage groups. In the process, we are connecting students with the Latino
community on and off campus. We have engaged in topics of recent history and public interest in
New Jersey, reflecting the growing representation of Latinos in our state.



